12                         INTRODUCTORY                         OH.
the German Empire, Is it not the case that what we are in
face of is nothing less than the breakdown in a certain idea
and hope of civilisation, which was associated with the liberal
and industrial movement of the last century ? There was
to be an inevitable and glorious progress of humanity of
which science, commerce, and education were to be the main
instruments, and which was to be crowned with a universal
peace. Older prophets like Thomas Carlyle expressed their
contempt for the shallowness of this prevailing ideal, and
during this century we have been becoming more and more
doubtful of its value. But we are now witnessing its
downfall. Science, commerce, and education have done,
and can do, much for us. But they cannot expel the human
spirit from human nature. What is that ? At bottom,
love of self, self-interest, selfishness individual and corporate.
As a theory, the philosophy of selfishness has often been
exposed. But, to an extent that is difficult to exaggerate,
it has been the motive, acknowledged and relied upon
without shame or apology in commerce, in politics and in
practical life. Our civilisation has been based on selfish-
ness, our commerce on competition and the unrestricted
love of wealth, our education on the motive of self-advance-
ment. And science and knowledge, made the instrument
of selfishness and competition, have armed man against
man, class against class, and nation against nation, with
tenfold the power of destruction which belonged to a less
educated and highly organised age."
The civilised world has been shocked during the past
months at the spectacle of the open adoption by a great
Power of this philosophy of selfishness. Men had not
realised that the methods and principles underlying so much
of our commercial and industrial life could be transferred so
completely to the field of politics or so ruthlessly pressed
home by military force. But it is well for us to remember